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- Print on Demand Neuware - Essay from the year 2008 in the subject Psychology - General, grade: 1,7,
University of Derby (Institut für Psychologie), course: Cognitive Psychology, language: English, abstract: In
Psychology, many theories and models use process charts resembling circuit diagrams of technical devices. In
this account, human behaviour and experience appears to be the result of processes taking place in the 'black
box' named cognition. In this context, 'computationalism is the view that computation [.] can oKer an
explanatory basis for cognition' (Davenport, 2008, p.1). The Computational Theory of Mind (CTM) has developed
on this foundation, attempting to reveal what is inside this 'black box'. In contrast, human consciousness being
a part of cognition (Harnad, 1994) seems to be beyond any scientific explanation. This essay will critically
discuss the extent to which consciousness poses a problem for the CTM - regarding issues surrounding
consciousness as an area of scientific study, the extent to which consciousness is explicable in computational
terms, explanations of consciousness, and Dennett's (1991) diKerent account to consciousness. It will be argued
that consciousness does pose a major problem for the CTM, especially when it is conceptualised as subjective
experience. It will conclude that Cognitive Science should presently focus only on certain aspects of
consciousness, called the easy problems. 16 pp. Englisch.
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