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.system of internal revenue. It created a new office in the
treasury department, to be called the office of commissioner of
internal revenue. No less than thirteen acts of Congress were
passed prior to August 1,1866, enlarging and defining the duties
of the office, and prescribing the taxes imposed by these several
laws. When this act was first framed we anticipated much
greater difficulties in the collection of the tax than actually
occurred. We had doubts whether the taxation imposed by this
law would be patiently submitted to by our constituents, but
these misgivings soon disappeared and the taxes imposed by
that act were cheerfully and promptly paid. I gave to the study
and consideration of this act, and the various amendatory acts,
a large portion of my time. At the end of the war internal taxes
were cheerfully paid by the people, and yielded...
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