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illustrated. 1850 Excerpt: . . . of mid-way between the Equator and the north pole, considerably affects the
climate of those regions through which it passes. In the west of Europe, this mountain system bears the name of
the Pyrenees, remarkable alike for the magnificent scenery of its central parts, and its numerous assemblages
of elevated summits. The valley of Adessa, near this last mountain, is said to be 3000 feet deep, and is the
deepest in Europe. Branches from the Pyrenees extend into Spain and Portugal, rendering the surface of those
regions very irregular. 100 PYRENEES, SPAIN, AND PORTUGAL. The Cantabrian range stretches across the whole
northern coast of Spain, leaving a narrow tract possessing only a few fertile valleys between the mountains and
the sea. The Iberian range, diverging at right angles from the Pyrenees, extends southerly through almost the
whole of Spain. From these, the Castalian range, rugged and romantic, extends into Portugal with the name of
Sierra Estrello. The other branches are the Sierra of Toledo, the Sierra Navada, and the Sierra Morena. The
snow line here reaches the height of 10, 000 feet; but as many of the summits of Sierra Navada rise higher, they
are consequently capped with perpetual snow. Mulahacen, the most lofty, is 11, 673 feet high. The plain of Vega,
between these latter mountains and the Mediterranean, is singularly beautiful and fertile. The city of Granada,
in the latter plain, for situation and prospect, presents all that is romantic and sublime in natural...
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