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The Ancient Engineers

By L. Sprague de Camp

Ballantine Books. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Paperback.
480 pages. Dimensions: 8.3in. x 5.3in. x 1.2in.From the dawn of
history to the rise of the scientific method in the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries, invention and technology advanced with
painful slowness. The reason was not that men were stupid
during those thousands of yearsit was the fact that most people
were simply too busy trying to keep alive. The imagination and
daring that leisure and security could divert to other ends were
limited to a tiny group. It is about these brave menwhose genius
enabled the Egyptians to build their pyramids, the Phoenicians
to cross stormy seas, the Romans to erect magnificent public
buildingsthat this carefully researched and fascinatingly written
account of the advance of early technology has been written.
Mr. de Camp describes the methods used by early irrigators,
architects, and military engineers to build and maintain
structures to serve their rulers wants. He tells, for example, how
the Pharaohs erected obelisks and pyramids, how
Nebuchadnezzar fortified Babylon, how Dionysios ordnance
department invented the catapult, how the Chinese built the
Great Wall, and how the Romans fashioned their roads, baths,
sewers, and aqueducts. He recounts many intriguing anecdotes:
an Assyrian king...
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R eviews

This book is definitely worth acquiring. I have go through and so i am certain that i will likely to read through again
again in the future. Its been printed in an exceptionally basic way in fact it is only a?er i finished reading this
publication in which actually altered me, change the way in my opinion.
-- Andr es B a shir ia n      

Comprehensive guide for publication fanatics. This really is for all who statte there had not been a well worth reading
through. I discovered this ebook from my dad and i encouraged this book to find out.
-- La cy Goldner  
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