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Impolicy of the Church Engaging in Merchandise: And Setting Forth the Wrong Done to Booksellers, and the
Extravagance, Inutility, and Evil-Working, of Charity Publication Societies | have written the following pages
with a deep conviction of the truth of the principle which | have stated, as applying to the subject. | have never
done anything for which | am more willing to be solely responsible; but, having commenced without my name, i
have thought it most suitable to the modesty | ought to observe, to let it still appear in that form. To ministers of
the Gospel of every name, | would make an earnest appeal. You hold an office greatly and deservedly
honoured; but more honoured in its origin than men can honour it. These Societies have your favour, and
could not long exist without it. You speak for them; you buy their books, and you take up contributions of
charity for them. | ask you to consider the case, and what | have stated. It is certain that the public pays more
for what charity does than the same would cost when produced by individual means and enterprise; and that it
is, therefore, a bad economy of sacred funds. It is certain that such use of these funds does a wrong to
individuals engaged in this branch of business, and drives a large amount of capital out of it, and causes it to
be invested in publishing injurious books. This is a great and growing evil. Far too many religious books and
children s books are published by these societies. This results from...
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