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appear before the committee. You both are bearing a heavy burden as the crisis deepens. The issues we are
considering are matters of life and death, and have serious implications for the welfare of the United States and
our allies. But the burden is not yours alone. Congress also plays a role in deciding on the response to a crisis
that might involve American forces. It is vital for all of us to understand the choices before us, and, if possible,
to reach agreement about how to proceed. I remain deeply concerned about the path the administration
appears to be taking in Bosnia. I have consistently said that U.S. military intervention is to be avoided. There
could be no Western-imposed military solution to this conflict between ancient enemies with deep historical,
cultural, and religious hatreds. Mr. Secretary, you and other officials from the Defense Department have briefed
us several times on Operations Plan 4104, NATO s plan to withdraw U.N. forces from Bosnia, if it becomes
necessary. I believe most members of Congress support this plan. If implemented, we understand it would be a
NATO operation, with no dual-key command arrangement, and with suGicient force to deter or defeat any
attempt to interfere. It would be limited in scope to getting all U.N. troops out of Bosnia. However, last week in
Colorado, President Clinton seemed to propose an additional NATO mission to assist...
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